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GENUINE LETTER. 


FR O M A 
METHODIST PREACHER 
In the C 0 UNTRY. 


TO 


0 . Sterne, M. A. 


PREBENDARY 0 OR K. 


Printed from the Original MANUSCR PT, 
As it was Received 


by the GENERAL POST, 


„» 


Boil communication corrupts good manners, 
St. PA UL. 


— 


LONDO N: 


Printed for 8. VANDENSSRGH, i in Eu . 


E rebange, in che Strand. 
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Advertiſement. 


i 1 HE Public will, 


no doubt, expeci 


an account, how the 


following letter came 


to be publiſhed; and 
in this expectation, oy 


1 they have Aa _ to 4 
3 be gratified: 


Know _ 


4 vi - 
Know all M en — by theſe Preſents, 


| 11 AT a gentleman of large 


ſor his wit and learning, having re- 
ceived by the General TY the Ori- 
ginal from which this letter was 

printed, thought he could not do a 
more acceptable ſervice to the Pub- 
lic, than to give it to their inſpec. 


tion in puris Naturalibus; 3 


And, to obviate every Doubt, as to its 


AUTHENTICITY, he has loft the ORIGE 


N AL (A copy of which follows) in the 
8 Hands of the PUBL isuEk, who will readily 8 


| ſhow it to any Perſon that defires to ſee it. 


0 Lendmn, July 14, NE . * 
1760. | „ 


fortune in London, famous 


Phatcham, July iſt, 1768. 
Dear Str, 
1 N anſwer to yours of the 20th of laſt 
1 month, I muſt inform you that I have 
read the hiſtory of Trifiram Shand , and 
that 1 cannot conceive how it was poilible 
for a divine of the church of England to 
write ſo prophane a book; a book 
penned by the Devil himſelf; ind calcu- 
lated, above all other books, to advance the 
intereſts of the Prince of Darkneſs, to lead 
mankind aſtray from the paths of righte- | 
ouſneſs, and conduct them towards the 
bottomleſs pit. - In your letter, Sir, you 
inform me, that you are acquainted with 
Mr. Sterne, if you can anſwer it to your 
own conſcience, continue che acquaintance, 
but if you are convinced, thoroughly con- 
vinced, that no good man could poſhibly _ 
have written the N of Triſtram Standy ; 
1 muſt intreat you to break off all connec- 


ion with the author of 0 diabolical a 
work. 


EH owever 
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However you determine, let me deſire 
you to deliver the letter incloſed as ſoon as 
convenient, and to join in prayer with me 
for the temporal and eternal happineſs of 
the Probendary of Tork. 9 


F rrentaree . 
1 | : * * 


$ 7 7 
5 3 * 4 Y 
Cy 47 K x * 
4 „ — 3 
4 | SEED. | | 
* 9 þ ; , 
ve ; ' 1 * JJ ry 5 
4 9. * ] ! 4. CY 1 4 ol 
- . * F : . 
| | : 2 
x 4 Ys 
— « $ 
1 * 1 
. 
. 
5 . — , 
Larue 


\ LETTER 


1 
1 
3 1 
8 q "1 
1g 
kt vo 


— 


ERHAPS you may ex- 


pect from me, notwith- 


an idle tale tending to ex- 
cite laughter, but if you do 
you are diſappointed; [ addreſs you in a 
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letter, but my letter (hall contain a ſermon ; 


this is a truly apoſtolical practice. St. Paul, 5 
and many other ſaints, wrote epiltles, Diet 


. 5 never 


| ſtanding my facred function 55 
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never yet heard of a ſaint's writing a bawdy 


novel ; tis true that many valtors of your 


church have done it as well as yourſelf, but 
the paſtors of your church have long fince 
.erred and ſtrayed like loſt ſheep, and chere 
fore it is no wonder the flock ſhould forſake 
the truth, and ſeek after ungodly and fin- 
ful fancies. *'Tis an old proverb but a very 
true one, that © one ſcabby ſheep ſpoils a 
cc whole flock;” but alas! how dreadful 
muſt the condition of the flock be, when 
the ſhepherd himſelf is —_— 


Oh Sterne | thou art ſcabby,, SE ſuch is the 

leproſy of thy mind that it is not to be cured 
like the leproſy of the body, by dipping nine 
times in the river Jordan, Thy prophane 


hiſtory of Tram Shandy is as it were an 


anti-goſpel, and ſeems to have been penned UE 
by the hand of Antichriſt himſelf ; it tends 
to excite laughter, but you ſhould remember 
that the wiſeſt man that ever was, that the 
great king Solomon himſelf ſaid of laughter 
e it is mad,” and of mirth what doth it? ? 
Sterne! (for brother Ican no o longer call | 
thee, M3 
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E 1 | 
hed, though I look upon the clergy of the 
Church of England as my brethren, when 


they diſcharge conſcientiouſly the duties of 


their function ) Sterne, apoſtate Sterne / if 


Solomon was row alive, he would not put 
the queſtion, © What doth mirth.” Thy 
book would fully ſhew him, that mirth is 

nearly 255 to wickedneſs, and that the 

_ tickling of laughter is occaf ſioned by the 

obſcene Devil. 


behold. * at ominable wo: 5 Ke would 
have cried out, Antichriſt is come, Anti- 
cd chriſt : has ry His antichriſtian 


8 


goſpel; and lo there {hall ariie other An- 
tichriſts, his diſciples, who ſhall write 
books filled with obſcenity, and tl theſe ob- 
ſcene books ſhall be read in a degenerate 5 


8 


£ 


— 


\ 


age, when the ſacred oracles are neglect- 
0 ae. The miniſters of the goſpel ſhall. 
6 ceaſe to point out the way that leads to 


the New Jer afalem, and, deſerting the 
hy paths of grace, ſhall give themſelves up 


£0) the evil ſpirit Mammon, and 135 their 
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HR. 
© flocks to Babylon. But the time ſhall 
* come, when the cup of wrath ſhall be 
e poured down their throats, and when 
[ c that time is come, it will be more tole- 
e rable for the inhabitants of Sodom and 
« Gomorrah than for them.” 
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IN words like theſe the pious John Bun- 
yan might have addreſſed thee, if he was 
alive, but fince he is not, I muſt ſupply his 
place, and reprove thee with meekneſs of 

ſpun. Faith night have made thee whole, 
but thy worldly practices have render d 
thee unſound; thy mind is cankered, and 
the vanitics of the world have ſo taken hold 
of thy ſenſe, chat all true believers muſt de- 
ſpair of thy regeneration. We have no 
hopes that thou wilt ever put off the old 
man; by the old man 1 mean Torick, Aa 
name that Shakeſpear or the Devil muſt | 
have put into thy head, and which thou 
hat pr ophanely prefixed to two volumes of 
ſecmons, | 


The 
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n 
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The nobility and gentry have likewiſe 


been led aſtray by the fame cvil ſpirit ; they 
have encouraged thee, and thus thou art 
become a deccitful teacher of mankind; 
but though thy light ſhineth, twere much 
better for thy ſoul's health that thou hadſt 
hid it under a buſhie for the bour will 


come, and perhaps it is not far off, when 


the light of thy wit od humour thall be 
extinguiſhed, and Triftram Shandy ſhall 
know: his place no more, It ſhall come like 
a thief in the nighc, and deprive thee of 
life, it ſhall pick thy vital pockets, as 


thou haſt pickt the pockets of all the no- 


bility and gentry, Then wilt thou mourn 
thy paſt follies, when thou ſhalt no longer 
meet with a Har! ot at St. James 8 Park, or 


laſciviouſly yield to the temptations of = | 


fleſh at Ranelagh, but become a feaſt; a 
feaſt where thou ſhalt not eat but be eaten; 
a certain convocation of politic worms ſhall - 
| feed upon thy body, and there ſhall remain 
to thy ſoul only a fearſul looking - tor of 
judgment. 


Therefore, 
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LET: 
Therefore, think of it in this thy day, 


though regeneration is not the work of a 


day, repentance is often the work of a 


few moments, and repentance may at laſt, 
by the aſſiſtance of the ſpirit, lead you uß 


the high road of contrition, and conduct 


you, though a reprobate, to grace, If you 
once get thither, it will give me the higheſt 
ſatisfaction, and, in order to prepare your 
way, I muſt heartily exhort you to fre- 


quent the Tabernacle, where you will not 
want ſpiritual affiſtance, and J--ſ--s Ch--ſt 


may perhaps redeem you from the wor! 45 
the Reſh, and the Devil. | 


Thou haſt ſtudied a . more 


than the word of God, and thy text is ge- 
nerally taken from the writings of Shake- 
| ſpear, an author who never had any idea of 
the new birth, and yet without the new 
birth it will be in vain for you to hope for 
ſalvation ; unleſs you enter again into your 
| mother's womb, you never can be ſaved, 
Come, I'll tell you a ſtory upon the neu © 

birth, and God ſend it may turn your heart 


to grace, Amen and Amen. A 


6 


te 


7 7 7 
A 1 prophane author that had 


wrote as much like a libertine as yourſelf, 
was once taken ill, but not thinking his diſ- 


order dangerous, he made a jeſt of it, and 
in a gameſome mood, ſent for a miniiter of 


the goſpel; when the miniſter was come, 


he deſired him to read a chapter in the Bible 


to him, For, ſays he, I very much want 


<< ſleep, and I am ſure that will very ſoon 
* make me ſleep.” A few days after his 


diſorder increaſed, and when he ſaw him- 
ſelf upon the point of death, he ſent again 
to the man of God, and intreated him to 
read one of his ſermons to him, 1 in order to 
awaken him to a true ſenſe of bis deplora- 


ble condition, and conduct him to the nar- 


row path that leads to life. Upon this: 
fays the man of God, The path that leads 
"Wo life 1s very narrow, and ſo ſometimes 
.* js the path that leads to death ; thoſe . 


ce 


that are hanged at Tyburn alway find it 
1o, for they ſtand upon a board not two | 
inches broad ; but now you are in the 
broad way. and you have fo often reſiſted 
8 | Is the 
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ce ths motions of the ſpirit, that your Jour 


« ney muſt be all down hill.“ 


Thus you ſee that vengeance overtakes 


the unrighteous, repent therefore, for the 
day of judgment was never nearer than it is 
now; in that dreadful day you will cry 


out to the bookſellers ſhops, © Fall upon 


e me,” and to the counters Conceal and 


& cover me.” But the ſpirit, if reſiſted 


thro? life, will with-hold its influence, and 
as thy days were graceleſs, thou wilt be 
given up to a reprobate ſenſe. The lamb - 
that bled did not bleed for thee, if thou 
doſt turn aſide from thy faith, and, though 


* 


a clergyman, give thyſelf up to ſecular 
whimſies and wanton back- -liding. He 
that was wounded was not wounded for 
thee, fince by thy prophane writings thou 
Ne haſt crucified him ane w in the fleſh. 0 


T hou art the man of fin, and in thee | 


the” Scripture 18 fulfilled, and the meaſure | 


of thine 3 iniquity ſhall ſoon be full; thou 
| haſt 


OE 


| haſt mocked at religion, vutue, and hos 
nour, but know that there is one that win | 


mock when your fear cometh. 


| Fly, therebes, in 6 from the wrath 
to come ; for if adulterers and fornicators 


enter into the lake, ſurely he that writes to 
pleaſe whoremaſters and adulterers muſt be 


plunged into the lake likewiſe, 


You have forſaken the miniſtry, you 


have deſerted the faith, you have had re- 
courſe to vile expedients to procure bread , 
but you ſcem to have totally forgotten him 
who with a loaf and five fiſhes gave a re- 
paſt to a multitude, who roſe up cramm'd, 


as if from a clergy ra city feaſt. 


Learn to che w the cud of piety, make a 


| hearty meal upon faith, and you'll and © it 
very different from Dr. S$lop's wafer z; not 
that I would be underſtood to reflect upon 
the Papiſts, Chriſtians may enter to the 
throne of Aalvation through many doors. 


B For 
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For example, there are four doors at the 
Tabernacle, where 1 preach ſometimes; 


ſome enter at the Eaſt, ſome at the Weſt, 
ſome at the North, and ſome at the South; 
but that does not hinder us from being all 


comfortably aſſembled together, and when 


two or three are gathered together, the ho- 
1y fpirit is always in the midſt of them. 


But now I talk of two or three, come to | 
the Tabernacle, where you ſhall ſee feren 


gether, and there Il preach a ſermon for 


Four converſion ;, for all I defire is to bring 
over as many ſouls as poſſible to J--ſ--s 
Ch---ſt, the only door through which you, 
or I, or any body lie, can enter to falva- 
tion, 


Come; though your fins are as red as 
wake, In waſh them as white as now, 
and though you have drank d deep of che 55 
whore of Babylon's cup, become one of my. 
| followers and vou u ſhall drink of the Juice 
of 


4 
4 
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of the grape; not the grape that is preſſed 
by peaſants in Burgundy, but the grape 
from which celeſtial wine is extracted in 


Paradiſe. 


Oh Sterne! forſake the paths that lead 
nto Ranelagh, take no more walks in St. 
Tamer s Park, but come to me and Jil wake 
you take 2 ſpiritual walk; a walk even up 
to the top of mount Tabor. 


*Tis that holy mount you ſhould endea- 
vour to aſcend; but you bave followed the 
evil ſpicit who hath led you to the higheſt 
pinnacle of the temple and from thence 
 ſhewn you all the vanities of this wicked 
world, with which thou haſt been ſo be- 


witched, that thou haſt fallen upon thy 1 


knees and worthy d him. Thou haſt re- 
ceived the mark of the beafi, and thy te- 
turn to grace is, at preſent, | amo! totally | 
deſpaired of. 
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nut turn again to the way of truth and I 


will be your guide, I'll lead you from the 


path that leads to perdition to the turnpike 
of grace; - and, when thou entreſt thereat, 
thou wilt find that her ways are ways of 
pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are peace. 


Though thou art a ſinner, I wiſh for 


thy regeneration ; but expect not the new 


birth, till thou turneſt thy heart to J----8 : 


BE become entirely a Methodiſt, I fay 
entirely, for, wicked and prophane as thou 
art, I can diſcover ſome principles of Me- 

thodiſm in thy writings ; nay, I can caſily 


prove that you and your brethren of the 


Church of England are all rank n 
+; do you not know it? 8 


There Gil warrant you'll cry out, * Sir, 


ce you're beginning to deal in myſtery, 1 


= ſuppoſe youll propheſy by and by.“ Bot i 
. ſtay : a while, Mr. Sterne, or Mr. Triftr am 
 Shandy, or Mr. Drrick, and FT prove what 


I advanced. 


Youl | 


* 
You'll aſk me, without doubt, how I can 
prove it? Why, I'll prove it by a dilemma; 
either you of the church of England ſleep 
in your churches, or you don't underſtand 
what you hear there, or elſe you are all 
downright Methodiſts. 


You have atdoubtadly often heard and 
often yourſelf pronounced theſe words of 
the liturgy of the church of England : 
* peace of God which paſſes all un- 
** derſtanding, keep your hearts and minds 
re in the knowledge and love of God, 
e and the bleſſing of God Almighty the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
** be amongſt you and remain with you 

« always.” 15 


e he peace of God, — === "That ſmells . 
rankly of Methodiſm, but indeed, Lawrence 
I am ſorry to ſay, that peace does not dwell 

with thee: But come to me, or ſome other 


man of God, and thou may yſt ill partake of | 


the fellowſhip of the i Holy Ghoſt, „ The 5 
«© fel · 


LI 1 
6 lowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt i?! — This 


ſmells ſtill ſtronger of Mcthodiſm. 


ae perhaps 1 may make A convert. 
of you yet; I have converted many ſinners 


as hardened as yourſelf, for the new birth 
comes in a manner not to be explained. 


Regeneration is a greater myſtery than any 


myſtery of our holy religion, but thou ſeem- 
eſt more inclined to rely upon a myſtery of 
iniquity than upon the myſtery of regene- 
ration; yet even thy prophane Trick, and 
thy prophane Shakeſpear, might have given | 
the a ntwering of the new birth; 


ce thee to my lady 5 4 and fel ber, lt : 
5 ber 2 it on an inch thick to this favour. | 


Why, het is POE but: an exhortation : 


to put off the old man? Depend upon it, 
the poet, prophane as he was, had regene- 
ration in view. But how 1 18 this great work 185 
of regeneration to be be brought about 3 
Who can deliver * from the womb of 


fig 
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fin, and hajpily reſtore you to the new 
birth, and make you a child of God? 
Tis not Dr. Sp the man- midwife, tis 
not a papiſt quack that can by obſtetric art, 
make you again enter your mother's womb, 
or come out of it again; Dr. Slop can never 
make you a child of election. There i is but 
one man-midwife that can procure you a 


new birth, and that man-midwile i is no other 
5 Gan the man J- 8 Ch-ſt. | 


© = Midwives upon earth have various A 
4 of bringing a child into the world; ſome- 

times they take it by the head, ſometimes 

by the heels, but the great man- midwife of 

ſouls will at once take you by the head and 

ſhoulders, and, by the comfort of the ſpirit, 

throw you into the lap of regencration. 


| You fay that Trifram Shandy's misfor- 
tunes began nine months before he was 

<4 born, and I really believe that your perverſe. 
neſs and prophane turn began nine months | 
before you were b e born. e 
Pray 
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Pray then for the new birth; there will 


be no occaſion for winding up a clock, re- 


generation does not depend upon wheels 


and ſprings; it depends only upon the ſpi- 


rit, it depends eee, . not LO 
mechaniſm. 


en you hive e e e thas 
hobby-horſe may lead you to deſtruction, 


except you liſten to ſorne man of God. 

But I'll warrant if you were to ſee a man 
of God at the other end of the ſtreet, you'd 
run into ſome alehouſe or tavern, and if he 


way to follow you thither, you'd lay to bim 5 
“ Haſt thou found me, O my enemy.” 


| When men are given over to A a reprobate - 


ſenſe, they look upon the men of God as 
| intruders; nay, what is ſtill worſe, they 
look upon J--{--s Ch--ſt as an intruder, 
But the Lord is not mocked; though thou ; 
haſt laugh'd every thing ſerious to ſcory, 
thou wilt cry another time, a time 
come when thou wilt ſay in the bitterneſs 


will 


of 


* 
5 


8 
3 


E 
of thy heart, 25 Lord be merciful tot me 4 
_ ſinner.” 


' Liſten therefore to the advice I give 
you, and don't deſpiſe it, becauſe it is given 
by a poor Methodiſt preacher. I know you 


are a ſcholar, but ſhould you be putfed up 
with the pride of human learning, and 


criticiſe the words ] utter, ſhould you | look 


upon the words of ſobriety as folly and en- 


nn God * you. 


"Clin, Tl tell you a ey but it ſhan' f 


de a ſtory in the Shandy taſte, it ſhall be a 
Rory of righteouſneſs, 


Once upon a time a graceleſs author took 


it into his head to white ſeveral tracts againſt 
_ Chriſtianity, but being ſoon taken deſperate- _ 
ly ill, he ſent for a clergyman, and expi eſſed 
himſelf as follows. Alas! I fear my works 
© have perverted half mankind ; 1 have i 
« done my utmoſt to propagate infidelity, | 
i and Aceh [ have acquired a great repu- 


15 dation 


„„ 


i 
* tation, it avails me nothing, ſince I run a 


e riſque of loſing my own ſoul.” Here- 


upon the man of God deſired him not to 
be uncaſy upon that account; For, ſays 


* he, your books are all ſo weakly written, 


that no man of common ſenſe can give 
< them a reading, without, at the ſame 
« time, OR their TOs 


Soak. was blk coſe: * ths 1 think 


your writings might be anſwered much in 
the ſame manner; for, though the town 
bas been taken in by them, the criticks, I 
mean the judicious criticks, will always look 


upoa them as the productions of a ray 
| head and a depraved heart. 


1 ſpeak to you with freedom, but he 


ſpirit will re-eccho my voice, and when 
thou art upon thy death-bed, thou wilt i in 
voain hope for the beatific viſion; for be- 

atific viſion 1 is not to be obtained by ſuch 
wretches as thee; thou haſt forſaken the 
paths of grace, and vanity, like an ignis 


 Fatuus 


E 1 


fatuus, will lead thee to unavoidable de- 


| ſtruction. 


The pit of deſtruQion gapes, and will 
ſoon open to receive thee, if thou doſt not, 
in this thy day turn thy heart to righte- 


ouſneſs; by righteouſneſs, I here mean 


faith. 


Good works will be inſufficient to reſcue 


: thy ſoul from the power of ſin ; for, to uſe. 
the words of the liturgy of the church of : 
. England, « In the fight of God ſhall no 
man living be Pulte. 


Wii the blefed martyr Stephen. w 


ſtoned, it did not appear that he was full 


of ſelf-righteouſneſs, or good works; the 
1 that the ſpirit gave of him, 
„ that he was full of faith, and of the 


Holy Ghoſt, 


„„ an. 


. 
Sterne, Sterne! if thou hadſt been 
full of the Holy Ghoſt, thou would'ſt 
never have written that prophane book, 
The Life and Opinions of Triſtram Shandy, 
to judge of which, by the hand that 


VProte it, one would think the author had 
3 cloven foot. 


Thou art puffed up with ſpiritual pride, 
and the vanity of human learning has led 


thee aſide into the paths of prophane- 
neſs. 


Thou haſt even been fo far elated as 
to give the likeneſs of thyſelf before thy 
ſermons, but, though it is the likeneſs of 

ſomething upon earths, I ſhrewdly doubt 

that it will never be the Rene of any : 
thing in heaven, | : 


Return 1 to grace, before it bs 


too late; throw aſide Shakeſpear, and 
take Ev the word of Cod. 5 


Read, 


n 

8 
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ens” 
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Read, mark, learn, and inwardly di- 
geſt it, and you may, perhaps, by pa- 
tience and comfort of the holy name of 
5 s Ch--ſt, be again led into the 
way of truth, from which you have de- 
viated. | 


To facilitate your regeneration, I hear- 


- tily pray, that the great Philanthropiſt of 
ſouls, that J--1{--s Ch--it himſelf may be 


your man-midwife ; he only can bring 


you to the new birth. 


| so, to . care I recommend vou, and 
heartily pray for, and wiſh your rege- 


8 ner ation. 


May kits Ch--ſt aſſiſt at your * = 


livery from ſin, and regeneratian render 
5 you a new man. 


May your mind forſake wit, and have 


recourſe to faith ; for by faith alone thou 
canſt be made whole, - 


Oh, 


L 22 
Oh, what a happineſs it is to be a 


poor contrite ſinner, and to be convinced 
that ſalvation is to be obtained by I-58 


Ch--ſt alone ! to whoſe mercy and medi- 


ation 1 earneſtly. exhort you to RS re- 
_ courſe. 


To Pebint thy 8 1 ſhall uo” 5 


Join a oy open regeneration. 


7 HA T is there on earth, Wh 
For Chriſtian ſouls, but the new 
birth} 888 


Ob. perverſe degenerate nation, 
Hope not to eſcape damnation, 
Without true faith and regeneration, 
J--#--s on the croſs was pierced, 
Becauſe wicked man tranſgreſſed, 
Crucify him not anew, 
Since he bled for ſinful you; 
For the new birth ſincerely ſtrive, 
And K 0 ſhall fave your ſoul alive. 


1 2 N 7's: 
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